
Plus throughout the evening:  
‘The Art of Protest’ exhibition from NOISE Festival featuring master works from:

Banksy / Turner Prize winner Gillian Wearing / Lyrics from singer 
songwriter Billy Bragg / Imagery from John and Yoko’s ‘Bed-In’ / 
Fashion Designer Katherine Hamnett’s ‘58% Don’t Want Pershing’ 
t-shirt / Stella Vine / German Artists Joseph Beuys and Thomas Peiter

Thursday 15th March 2012, 6:30pm–9pm

Free – registration required: inplaceofwarclosing.eventbrite.com

John Thaw Studio Theatre, The Martin Harris Centre  
for Music and Drama, The University of Manchester

Presented in partnership with Cultivating Research

C L O S I N G  E V E N T To mark the end of the In Place of 
War project, we are presenting a 

very special event combining a film 
screening, book launch and seminar 
session over a drinks reception with 

the In Place of War team.



Schedule

18:30 
Drinks reception

18:45 – 19:30 
Presentation of the In Place of War  
project, followed by the film screening  
of ‘In Place of War’.

19:30 – 20:00  
Presentation of new books that have  
come out of the In Place of War project.

Performance in a time of terror 
Jenny Hughes

Performance in a time of terror investigates the way 
performance has given shape and form to wars on terror 
past and present, as a strategy of violence and resistance. 
The book focuses on an array of performances created 
during the war on terror of the first decade of the 
twenty-first century. Beginning with the spate of carefully 
rehearsed beheadings carried out by Islamic insurgents in 
Iraq in 2004, a key proposal is that the radical in 
performance can be most clearly identified in acts of 
violence that have obliterated life. The reader is then 
taken back in time to encounter how performance was 
employed as part of counterinsurgency operations during 
the war on terrorism in Northern Ireland (1969-1998). 
Moving on to explore how theatre-makers and perfor-
mance activists have used performance to generate 
habitable worlds for life in times of crisis, Hughes argues 
for a re-engagement with the conservative as part of the 
critical project of art-making. Original discussions of the 
resurgence of political theatre on London stages and the 
proliferation of performative anti-war activism during the 
war in Iraq (2003- 2008) are offered. Also documented 
are an extraordinary series of theatre productions 
commissioned by counterterrorism agencies following the 
suicide attacks in the UK in 2005.

Refugees, Theatre and Crisis:  
performing global identities 
Alison Jeffers

Refugees who have travelled to western states to claim 
asylum must prove that they are ‘Convention refugees’ 
before they can be considered ‘legitimate’: they must show 
that they have fled individual persecution in their home 
country and that they fear persecution should they return. 
In the course of arguing their case as ‘Convention 
refugees’ they become enmeshed in bureaucratic 
performance which often casts them as conventional 
refugees, those who confirm to cultural expectations of 
suffering, passivity and silence. This book examines a 
range of theatre and performance practices that address 
questions of responsibility, hospitality and understanding. 
Using examples from Europe, Australia and the US it 
shows how theatre has represented refugees to the citizens 
of those states. It discusses the many ways that refugees 
have represented themselves through theatre and the arts 
and the challenges that they face as a result of mistrust 
and the expectations that are placed on them.

20:00 – 21:00 
Seminar  
Technology, creativity and social change

A panel exploring creativity in places of armed conflict 
and social hardship and how those communities use the 
web/social media to gain exposure for their creative and 
political responses to their situation. What are the 
difficulties of working in those contexts? Why is it 
important to be creative in difficult social contexts? What 
is the impact of digital and technological advances as a 
means to get voices and messages heard?

Panelists:
Professor James Thompson,  
In Place of War, The University of Manchester

Tracey Moberly, Interdisciplinary Artist,  
Author of Art as Activism

Professor Rob Procter,  
Manchester eResearch Centre,  
The University of Manchester

Dr. Alison Jeffers, The University of Manchester

Moderator:
Jez Collins, Birmingham City University

Supported by:


